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1. How long from when I submit my application can you tell me if I will get accepted?
The committee reviews the applications. The timing of the review is dependent upon when the committee can get together.  We try to let the applicants know if they are accepted at least one month prior to the beginning of the session. 

2. When does the session start?

That is dependent upon the above question.  We would like to give the applicant at least one month to make arrangements. 

3. Can I write a personal check instead of a cashier’s check or money order?

Unfortunately, we cannot accept personal checks for the application fee or the placement fee. 

4. In what specialty is the observership?

The observers will have mentors from several specialties. We will try to get you at least one rotation with the specialty of your choice but that cannot be guaranteed because it is dependent on the mentors that volunteer.  
5. What are the criteria for acceptance?

The committee reviews the applications and decisions are based on many thing including test scores and resume.  

6. I have heard that you have an externship, how do I apply for that?

The only program available is the observership.  There is no other IMG program at the Oklahoma State Medical Association. 

7. The website says that the way to contact the observership program is only by email.

By using email, it ensures clear communication without language and translation barriers.  We have found that it prevents confusion.  The person who answers the phone at the OSMA offices is not involved in the program so she cannot answer any questions.  Her response would be to refer you to the email.  The email is normally reviewed and responded to daily and if not, at least within 3 days.  

8. I have only completed Step 1, can I still apply?

Yes, you can apply.  Most of the applicants have at least completed Step 2 and Step 3 so that may put you at a disadvantage. 

9. If I am not accepted, can I be accepted for the next session?

Your application will be put in the review for 2 sessions and then it will be archived.  If you are not accepted after 2 reviews, you will need to submit another application including your updated information.  

10. Can I add things to my application after submitting it?

Yes. You can send us other information as you get it.  For example, if you submitted the application after Step 1 and then took Step 2, it would be a good idea to submit those scores. 

11. I only want to observe an internal medicine doctor, can you do that?

We will try to ensure that you to have at least one rotation with the specialty of your choice however, it cannot be guaranteed.  The purpose of the program is to help you become more familiar with American medicine and the way of doing things.  If you want more clinical instruction in a specific specialty, this program may not be the best for you. 

12. I only want to do a 6-week observership or I want to leave early or I want to start at a different time. 

The observership starts and ends at the same time for the all the observers in a session.  In addition, the observership will be 12 weeks.
13. What will I get at the end of the observership?

Assuming that you complete the observership satisfactorily , you will receive a certificate of completion from the Oklahoma State Medical Association. Letters of reference may be written by the mentors at their discretion.  There is no guarantee that you will receive a letter of reference from a physician. 
14. How can I get my money back?

The application fee is non-refundable and the placement fee is non-refundable. 

15. I will not have a car so can you make sure that I will rotate at the same hospital?

We will do all we can to ensure that you rotate at the same hospital if you have transportation concerns.  However, the location of the rotations is dependent upon the volunteer mentors so it cannot be guaranteed. 
16. Will the rotations be in a teaching hospital or a hospital with a residency program?
The rotations are dependent upon the volunteer mentors.  It cannot be guaranteed that you will be in a teaching hospital or one with a residency program.

17. What is it like in Oklahoma?

People who live in Oklahoma like it and stay for a long time. In Oklahoma, you will find friendly people and people who are willing to help you.  There are many activities that one can do in Oklahoma.  The climate changes with the seasons and generally does not get too hot for a long time in the summer nor too cold for long in the winter.  The Oklahoma State Medical Association offers this program in hopes that you will decide to return to Oklahoma to work. 

